
Dear Centenary Family, 

 

2015 has been a remarkable year for us.  So many wonderful things have happened among us.  We have spent much time and 

energy as a church family planning for the renovation of our kitchen and the installation of a new elevator.  I am personally grateful 

to all who have participated in our Building Study Committee, our Capital Campaign Committee (which continues as our Building 

Committee).  The leadership of Mary E. Vetrovec and Ryland Bailey, Jr. has been and continues to be remarkable.  Because of your 

faithfulness, prayers, and generosity, we have over $500,000 on hand to date.  We are earnestly working to begin construction 

sometime around March 1.   

 

Though this effort has occupied much of our attention and energy, it has not detracted from our daily efforts to be faithful in our 

witness and mission here in downtown Richmond and beyond.  We have been blessed with new members.  We have the opportunity 

daily to touch peopleôs lives with grace and hope.  And, we continue serving lunch to over 200 guests each Friday.   And every 

Sunday, we do our best to remember that God is at the center of it all by offering worship services done with care, excellence, and 

depth.  We know that to participate in Godôs work of transforming the world, we also must continually experience transformation, 

healing, and grace. 

 

2016 will be an exciting year, not just because we will probably see our facility being transformed, but because we are continually 

seeking to discern Godôs call into the future.  On January 9, a representative group of Centenary members will assemble for the first 

time as our ñCentenary 2020 Committee.ò  This group, led by Joe Speidel, will embark on a 6-9 process of listening, studying, and 

evaluating our current ministry and considering where God is calling us to go in mission in the next 3-5 years.  This process will 

eventually seek input from our entire congregation.  This group, on our behalf, will study previous strategic plans, look at 

everything we do including mission, service, outreach, marketing, evangelism, and communications.  But, it will also look at some 

of the more difficult questions with which we constantly wrestle: 

 

How can we make the best use of our facility while finding ways to reduce maintenance costs or increase revenue? 

 

How do we make best use of the financial resources with which we have been entrusted, particularly our endowment?  How can we 

reduce current reliance on these funds so that we are faithful to future generations? 

 

What kind of staff and volunteer resources are needed to fulfill our mission?  What is appropriate for a church our size?  Is our 

organizational structure the most efficient to help us attain our goals for mission and ministry? 

 

This committee will help us position ourselves to be the most effective church we can be, particularly given the new and exciting 

developments going on around us here in downtown Richmond. 

 

God has blessed Centenary with a strong sense of fellowship, a deep spirituality, a spirit of openness and acceptance, and a passion 

to serve Christ in the world.  I consider it a distinct privilege to be able to serve Christ with you.  I, and our leaders, for 2016 covet 

your prayers as we continue to move into the future of what God has in store for us. 

 

Peace, 

 

Matt 

THE CONNECTION  

January 2016  
       



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RICHMOND DISTRICT UMW DAY APART RETREAT  
Don't forget to register for the Richmond District UMW Day Apart Retreat at Richmond Hill on January 9th from 9 
a.m. until 4 p.m. The Retreat Leader will be Jo Lewis. She is wonderful! Come and enjoy a day being apart from your 
daily routine. Instead spend some time in prayer, bible study, guided meditation, journaling, great fellowship, and 
more.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL IN JANUARY    
All adults are invited to join us in the Fellowship Hall for the 5 Sundays in January for Adam Hamiltonôs study, ñNot a 
Silent Night.ò Experience Christmas with the one who knew Jesus more intimately than anyone elseðhis mother, 
Mary. Imagine the pain she felt at the crucifixion, her pride as Jesusô ministry grew, and her unrestrained joy when 
she looked into his tiny face that fateful night in the stable. Adam Hamilton helps you witness the life of Jesus from 
Maryôs unique perspective, starting at the very end and traveling back in time to the very beginningðthe night of 
Christôs birth. Our young adult class, led by Dave Jarvis and Pat  Shipley will continue to meet in the library.  Look for 
a new Spring term of classes to begin February! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THEATRE OUTING  
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway outside of the kitchen to attend Quill Theatreôs production of ñStupid Birdò 
on Sunday, January 17, at 2:00 p.m.  performed at Richmond Triangle Players (1300 Altamont Avenue). Loosely 
inspired by Chekhovôs classic play, ñThe Seagull,ò an exquisitely narcissistic family of directors, actors, and admirers 
warily orbit, swoop, dive, and devour one another as they grapple with the fatal truth that life goes on, no matter 
what. Note that this play contains strong language and is not suitable for children. Tickets will be between $5 and 
$25, depending on the size of our group.  

 
               

 
 
 
 

   
 
         STAFF NEWS 

         Welcome to our Intern:     
During the month of January, we will have an intern working here at Centenary. Kaitlyn Holzauer is a senior at 
Randolph-Macon College, majoring in Communications Studies. She will start on Tuesday, January 5, and will be 
working with Ann Davis on our website and with social media. Her ñofficeò will be in the library. Please be sure to 
welcome her to Centenary! 



Epiphany Sunday  
January 3, 2016  
Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 (UMH 795) 
Ephesians 3:1-12 
Matthew 2:1-12 
 

First Sunday after the Epiphany/Baptism of the Lord  
January 10, 2016  
Isaiah 43:1-7 
Psalm 29 (UMH 761) 
Acts 8:14-17 
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany  
January 17, 2016  
Isaiah 62:1-5 
Psalm 36:5-10 (UMH 771) 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
John 2:1-11 
 
 
Third Sunday after the Epiphany  

January 24, 2016  
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
Psalm 19 (UMH 750) 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31 
Luke 4:14-21 
 
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany  
January 31, 2016  
Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Psalm 71:1-6 (UMH 794) 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
Luke 4:21-30 
 
 

 

                        

The scripture readings are provided so that you may read and reflect upon them  
during the days prior to each worship service.  

NOTES FROM THE LAY LEADER  
Phyllis Stump  

We donôt know who wrote the following story, but it is quite special, and I want to share it with you. 
 

The Silversmith        
 
A young lady named Marian was new to the church, and soon she found herself invited to a Bible study 
group. 
 
That evening, the group read from the book of Malachi. 
 ñAnd He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver.ò   [Malachi 3:3] 
The group had a lively discussion; and soon the hour was up, and the meeting was over. 
 
But Marian was not satisfied.  She did not understand.  She did not know anything about the silver refining 
process.  This annoyed her throughout a restless night. 
 
The next morning, she sought out a silversmith who generously and proudly shared the process with her. 
As he concluded, Marian asked, òDo you sit during the process?ò 
 
ñOh, yes,ò he said.  ñI must sit and watch.  If the refining time is exceeded in the slightest, the silver will be 
damaged ï maybe even ruined.ò 
 
Marian quietly quoted the verse.  ñHe shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver.ò  She smiled as she thought 
about the fact that God loves his children and that his eye is steadily intent on the refining process. 
 
Thanking the silversmith, she started to leave.  And then, she turned back for one last question.                                                                          
ñHow do you know when the refining process is complete?ò 
 
The silversmith lifted a silver platter and stared into it momentarily.  Then, raising his eyes to meet hers, he 
said, ñWhen I can see my own image in the silver, it is finished.ò 
 
In this New Year of 2016, let us gladly submit to the refinerôs fire -- until our Creator, our divine Refiner, can 
see His image in us. 



OUTREACHINGS 
 
 
 
 
 

We would like to thank everyone for your support of our ñGifts that Countò card fundraiser.  To date, we have 
raised $3,776 dollars, which will benefit the ministry of our Walk-In program. An additional heartfelt thanks for 
your donations given from the Christmas Eve offering totaling $1,367, which will benefit the United Methodist 
Family Services. Thank you for all you do to help support these wonderful ministries!  

 
 

PUTTING AWAY THE ADVENT & CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For anyone available to help, the Worship Committee plans to take down the Advent & Christmas decorations 
in the sanctuary and the fellowship hall on Tuesday, January 5, 2016, at 9 a.m. The goal is to have things put 
away and straightened up by 11:30 a.m., at which time the sanctuary will be open for prayer. 
 
 

CENTENARY UMW HOLIDAY LUNCHEON  
The Centenary UMW Holiday Luncheon for members and guests will be on Sunday, January 24, 1:00 p.m., at the Brio 
Tuscan Grill in Stoney Point Fashion Park.  For reservations please call A. J. Crick at 272-8554, or Anne Baughan at 794
-5026 no later than January 17.  Seating is limited.  Each person will order from the menu and be responsible for pay-
ment of the meal.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
"Bare branches of each tree 

on this chilly January morn 

look so cold so forlorn. 

Gray skies dip ever so low 

left from yesterday's dusting of snow. 

Yet in the heart of each tree 

waiting for each who wait to see 

new life as warm sun and breeze will blow, 

like magic, unlock springs sap to flow, 

buds, new leaves, then blooms will grow." 

 

-  Nelda Hartmann, January Morn    

 
January (, Winter, Season: Quotations, Poetry, Folklore, Sayings, 
Lore, Quotes, Facts, Myths, and Garden Chores.) 



SUN MON TUES WED THU FRI SAT 

Every Sunday  
 

8:40 AM  
Informal Worship    

                  

10:00 AM  
Sunday School    

                 

11:00 AM  
Traditional Worship   

               

Every Monday 
 

10:30 AM 
Zumba Class 

 

Every Tuesday 
                       

11:30-1:30 P.M. 
Sanctuary Open for 

Prayer 
 

12:00 PM 
Fellowship Group at   
Aunt Sarahôs 

                   

12:00 PM  - AA 

Every Wednesday 
            

10:30 AM 
Zumba Class 

 
12:00 PM   

Staff Meeting 
 

7:00 PM                       
Chancel Choir Practice 

Every Thursday 
          

 

Every Friday 
           

10:30 AM 
Walk-In & Bless My 

Sole Ministries  
          

12:00 PM - AA 
             

   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   1 2 

3 4 5 
Putting Away the 

Advent & 
Christmas 

Decorations,  
9 a.m. in the 

Sanctuary & the 
Fellowship Hall  

6 7 8 
Office 

Volunteer  
Party  

9 
Richmond 

District UMWôs 
Day Apart 

Retreat  
9 a.m. at 

Richmond Hill/  
Centenary 2020  

Committee 
Meeting 9 a.m. -

12 p.m. 

10 
District 

Training Event  
1:30 p.m.  

 

11 
Finance 
Meeting  
7 p.m./  
Admin 

Council 
Meeting  
8 p.m.  

12 13 14 15 16 

17 
Theatre Outing  
to Stupid Bird  
at 2:00 p.m.  

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 
UMW Holiday 

Lucheon at Brio 
Tuscan Grill in 
Stoney Point 

Fashion Park at 
1:00 p.m.  

25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

Disciple Bible 
Study  

5:15 p.m.  

Disciple Bible 
Study  

5:15 p.m.  

Disciple Bible 
Study  

5:15 p.m.  

Disciple Bible 
Study  

5:15 p.m.  



January 4  
Evan Cooke 

 
January 6  
Rex Dazey 

John Thrower 
 

January 14  
Elizabeth McNeil 

Kevin Harris 
 

January 15  
Kelly Andreycak 

 
January 17  
Jean Jones 

Catharine Tucker 
Robert Mast 

 
 
 

January 18  
John Benton 

Alexa Rosypal 
 

January 19  
Mary Lou Rosypal 

 
January 20  
Rugby Baker 

 
January 21  

Christopher Murphy  
Emily Smith 

 
January 22  
Allan White 

Stella Vetrovec 
 
 
 
 

January 25  
Anita Mays 

 
January 26  

Eugene Walter 
 

January 27  
Nancy Hill 

 
 

January 28  
Harrison Farmer 
Meredith Farmer 

 
January 30  
Rives Priddy 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

     Hereôs the answer: 

Ella Fitzgerald 

WHO SAID IT?  

The only thing better than singing is more singing. 

"Ella Fitzgerald." BrainyQuote.com. Xplore Inc, 2015. 7 December 2015. http://

www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/e/ellafitzge131711.html 

Read more at http://www.brainyquote.com/citation/quotes/quotes/e/

ellafitzge131711.html#pF88uaZuxwqurTDW.99 



ACOLYTES                    
03 Christina Kidd  
10  Taylor Lee    
17 Isabel Junker 
24    Katie Shingleton 
31    Christina Kidd 
 
ALTAR  GUILD                    
03 Ginny Jarvis  
10 Nancy Grand 
17 B arrett Brown  
24    Sylvia Whaley 
31    Kim Chen 
 
BANNER  BEARERS                           
03    Agatha Kidd    
10 Vic Grand 
17 Chris Junker 
24    Ryland Bailey, Jr. 
31    Agatha Kidd 
 
COMMUNION STEWARDS                                   
03 Goldie Craig 
 
GREETERS                                      
03 Buck & Joyce Haley 
10 Doug & Patsy Marrs Wilson 
17 Phil & A.J. Crick 
24 Les and Mary Dobbs 
31 Earl and Sue Siddons 
 
HALL  MONITORS                       
3    Luke Wolfe 
        Clint Jones* 
10    Joe Speidel 
        R.B. Bennington* 
17    Joe Speidel 
        Neil Shingleton* 
24    Herb Young  
        Charley Webber* 
31    Chris Junker 
        Buck Haley* 

JANUARY HELPERS 

LAY  READERS                     
03 Mirian Wickham  
10  Jim Hill     
17 Karen Junker 
24 Bob Hundley, Jr.  
31 Marshall Ballance 
 
TELLERS     
04 Mary Dobbs & Ryland Bailey, Sr.  
11 Suzanne Ray & John Dillehay 
19(Tuesday)    Suzanne Ray & John Dillehay 
25    Jan Nelson & Bob Hundley, Sr.  
 
USHERS     
Keith Hinerman (Captain) 
Ryland Bailey, Jr.  
Rex Dazey 
Matthew Steele 
Ryland Bailey, Sr.  
 
REMINDER: IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO BE 
HERE ON YOUR SCHEDULED SUNDAY, 
PLEASE FIND A SUBSTITUTE  AND  NOTIFY 
THE CHURCH OFFICE OF THE CHANGE.   

 
 
COORDINATORS 
 
Lay Readers: 
 Phyllis Stump (330-2544) 
 
Greeters and Hall Monitors: 
 Sylvia Whaley & Clint Jones  
 (795-5492) 
 
Tellers: 
 Suzanne Ray (262-4854) 
 
Ushers: 
 Sylvia Whaley &  
 Clint Jones (795-5492) 
 
 


