
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
May 2, 2021                 Fifth Sunday of Easter 

(As the Prelude begins, you are invited to enter a time of prayer  
and meditation as we prepare to worship God together.) 

 
The Prelude        Blessed Assurance            Phoebe P. Knapp, 1873 
 
The Greeting 
 

One:  We meet each other on the road, 
All:    and travel for a time together. 
One:  We tell our stories, share good news, encounter the living God 
All:    whose Spirit sends us on our way rejoicing! 

 
The Prayer of Confession 
 

God of resurrection, 
 you have shown yourself with open arms, 
 embracing even those  
 who denied and crucified you. 
You include us in your care, 
 yet we want to exclude each other 
 due to differences in color, orientation, identity, 
 body, politics, and opinion. 
Forgive us, living God. 
Restore us to life. 
Remind us of our baptism 
 by which you claimed even us 
 to take part in your claim on all Creation. 
We thank you. We give our lives to you again. Amen. 

 
The Opening Hymn No. 2076    O Blessed Spring                GIFT OF LOVE 
 

1. O blessed spring, where Word and sign 
Embrace us into Christ the Vine: 
Here Christ enjoins each one to be 
A branch of this life-giving Tree. 
  

2. Through summer heat of youthful years, 
Uncertain faith, rebellious tears, 
Sustained by Christ’s infusing rain, 
The boughs will shout for joy again. 
  

3. When autumn cools and youth is cold, 
When limbs their heavy harvest hold, 
Then through us, warm, the Christ will move 
With gifts of beauty, wisdom, love. 
  



 

 

4. As winter comes, as winters must, 
We breathe our last, return to dust; 
Still held in Christ, our souls take wing 
And trust the promise of the spring. 
  

5. Christ, holy Vine, Christ, living Tree, 
Be praised for this blest mystery: 
That Word and water thus revive 
And join us to your Tree of Life. 

 

Text: © 1993, Augsburg Fortress. Music: © 1972, Hope Publishing Co.  
Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-731785. All rights reserved. 

The Scripture Lesson Acts 8:26-39 
 Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 
The Homily                                          Out of the Water              Rev. Drew Willson 
  
The Invitation 

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him,  
    who earnestly repent of their sin 
    and seek to live in peace with one another.  
Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.  

  
The Confession and Pardon (in unison) 

Merciful God,  
     we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.  
We have failed to be an obedient church.  
We have not done your will,  
     we have broken your law,  
     we have rebelled against your love,  
     we have not loved our neighbors,  
     and we have not heard the cry of the needy.  
Forgive us, we pray.  
Free us for joyful obedience,  
     through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  

  

      All pray in silence.  
        Leader:    Hear the good news: 
                        Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;  
                        that proves God’s love towards us.  
  

 In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  
        People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  
        All: Glory to God. Amen. 
  
The Offertory Prayer 
 
The Offertory Anthem   I Am the Vine             John Bell 
 

I am the Vine and you are the branches, 
Pruned and prepared for all to see; 
Chosen to bear the fruit of heaven 
If you remain and trust in me. 



 

 

 

For on your own, what can you dare? 
Left to yourselves, no sap you share: 
Branches that serve their own desire 
Find themselves broken as fuel for fire. 
 

Stay close and root my words within you: 
What you request you soon shall have 
Until you carry fruit in plenty, 
Nourished and fertile through my love. 
 

In this is glory given to God 
As you, my chosen ones, prove my word: 
Gladly obedient to my commands, 
Love shall fulfill what love demands. 
 

I am the Vine and you are the branches, 
Pruned and prepared for all to see; 
Chosen to bear the fruit of heaven 
If you remain and trust in me. 

 

Paraphrase of John 15:1-17 
 

Text © 1989 GIA/Iona Community / WGRG. 
Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-731785. All rights reserved. 

 
 The Great Thanksgiving 
        Pastor:    The Lord be with you. 
        People:   And also with you. 
        Pastor:    Lift up your hearts, 
        People:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
        Pastor:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
        People:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

The pastor gives thanks appropriate to the occasion, remembering God’s acts of salvation, and 
concludes: 
 

         And so, 
            with your people on earth 
            and with all the company of heaven 
            we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The pastor continues the thanksgiving. The institution of the Lord’s Supper is recalled. The 
pastor concludes: 
  

      And so,  
      in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,  
      we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
          as a holy and living sacrifice,  
          in union with Christ’s offering for us,  
      as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
  

 
The pastor invokes the present work of the Holy Spirit and then praises the Trinity, concluding: 

All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever.  

  
 
 
 
 



 

 

The Lord’s Prayer No. 895 
 

         Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name.  
        Thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
         Give us this day our daily bread.  
         And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those that trespass against us. 
         And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
          For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever. Amen. 

 
The Giving and Receiving of Communion 
 
The Hymn No. 384  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling         alternate tune HYFRYDOL 
 

1. Love divine, all loves excelling,  2. Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit 
 joy of heaven, to earth come down;   into every troubled breast! 
 fix in us thy humble dwelling;   Let us all in thee inherit; 
 all thy faithful mercies crown!   let us find that second rest. 
 Jesus, thou art all compassion,   Take away our bent to sinning; 
 pure, unbounded love thou art;   Alpha and Omega be; 
 visit us with thy salvation;   end of faith, as its beginning, 
 enter every trembling heart.   set our hearts at liberty. 
 

3. Come, Almighty to deliver, 4. Finish, then, thy new creation; 
 let us all thy life receive;  pure and spotless let us be.   
 suddenly return and never,   Let us see thy great salvation 
 nevermore thy temples leave.  perfectly restored in thee; 
 Thee we would be always blessing,  changed from glory into glory, 
 serve thee as thy hosts above,  till in heaven we take our place, 
 pray and praise thee without ceasing,  till we cast our crowns before thee, 
 glory in thy perfect love.  lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 
The Benediction 
 
The Postlude                       Toccata in F major       Dietrich Buxtehude 
 
 

We thank these persons who helped us in worship this morning. 
 

   Senior Pastor:   Rev. Matthew D. Bates 
   Minister to Young Adults: Rev. Drew Willson 
   Director of Music:  Stanley M. Baker 
   Pianist:   Lee Covington 
   Singers:   Emily Downey, Regan Sprenkle 
       Todd Minnich 
   A/V Team:   Dan Corcoran, Bob Hundley 

 



 

 

Scripture 
Acts 8:26-40 

Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch 

26 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27 So he got up and went. Now there 
was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of 
her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning home; seated in 
his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this 
chariot and join it.” 30 So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, 
“Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides 
me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32 Now the passage of the scripture that 
he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
    and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
        so he does not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
    Who can describe his generation? 
        For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

34 The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, 
he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36 As they were going along the road, they 
came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from 
being baptized?” 38 He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, 
went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing. 

John 15:1-8 

Jesus the True Vine 

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He removes every branch in me that 
bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3 You have 
already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me as I abide in you. Just 
as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you 
abide in me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear 
much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide in me is thrown 
away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If 
you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 
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