February 27. 2022

Transfiguration Sunday

(As the Prelude begins, you are invited to enter a time of prayer and meditation as we prepare to worship God together.)

The Prelude

Wonderful Words of Life

Philip P. Bliss

The Call to Worship
Leader: The Lord reigns.
People: Let the nations tremble.
Leader: The Lord reigns.
People: Let them praise God’s holy name.
Leader: The Lord reigns.
People: Let the peoples rejoice in awe and wonder.
Leader: The Lord reigns.
People: Let them shout in exaltation!
The Opening Prayer
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray.
All:
Radiant Lord,
you shine with purity, power, and truth.
Your mercy reflects your compassion,
your care, and your love.
Transform us into your image
as we seek to follow you.
Use us to make your presence known
throughout the world.
In your strong name we pray. Amen.
The Hymn No. 2103

We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding

1. We have come at Christ’s own bidding
to this high and holy place,
where we wait with hope and longing
for some token of God’s grace.
Here we pray for new assurance
that our faith is not in vain,
searching like those first disciples
for a sign both clear and plain.
2. Light breaks through our clouds and shadows,
splendor bathes the flesh-joined Word,
Moses and Elijah marvel
as the heavenly voice is heard.
Eyes and hearts behold with wonder
how the Law and Prophets meet:

HYFRYDOL

Christ with garments drenched in brightness,
stands transfigured and complete.
3. Strengthened by this glimpse of glory,
fearful lest our faith decline,
we, like Peter, find it tempting
to remain and build a shrine.
But true worship gives us courage
to proclaim what we profess,
that our daily lives may prove us
people of the God we bless.
Text: © 1988, Hope Publishing Co.. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-731785. All rights reserved.

The Scripture Lesson
The Sermon

II Corinthians 3:12-4:2
Looking at Jesus

Dr. Matthew Bates

The Offertory Prayer
The Offertory Anthem

Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies

Christ, whose glory fills the skies,
Christ, the true, the only light,
Sun of Righteousness, arise,
triumph o'er the shades of night;
Dayspring from on high, be near;
Daystar, in my heart appear.
Dark and cheerless is the morn
unaccompanied by thee;
joyless is the day's return,
till thy mercy's beams I see;
till they inward light impart,
cheer my eyes and warm my heart.
Visit then this soul of mine;
pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
fill me, Radiancy divine,
scatter all my unbelief;
more and more thyself display,
shining to the perfect day.

The Prayers of the People
The Silent Prayer
The Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer No. 895
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those that trespass against us.

T. Frederick H. Candlyn

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
The Hymn No. 2102

Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory

using alternate tune NETTLETON

1. Swiftly pass the clouds of glory,
heaven's voice, the dazzling light;
Moses and Elijah vanish;
Christ alone commands the height!
Peter, James, and John fall silent,
turning from the summit's rise
downward toward the shadowed valley
where their Lord has fixed his eyes.
2. Glimpsed and gone the revelation,
they shall gain and keep its truth,
not by building on the mountain
any shrine or sacred booth,
but by following the Savior
through the valley to the cross
and by testing faith's resilience
through betrayal, pain, and loss.
3. Lord, transfigure our perception
with the purest light that shines,
and recast our life's intentions
to the shape of Your designs,
till we seek no other glory
than what lies past Calvary's hill
and our living and our dying
and our rising by your will.
Text © 1994 Oxford University Press. Music © 1985 Church Publishing.
Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-731785. All rights reserved.

The Benediction
The Postlude

Postlude on HYFRYDOL

Richard Wienhorst

Copyright 1966 Concordia Publishing House. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-731785. All rights reserved.

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped us this morning and
throughout the week to make this worship possible.

The altar flowers this morning are in honor of
Mary E. Vetrovec, our new Gathering Team leader.

Scripture Readings
II Corinthians 3:12-4:2
12 Therefore,

since we have such a hope, we are very bold. 13 We are not like Moses, who would
put a veil over his face to prevent the Israelites from seeing the end of what was passing
away. 14 But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old
covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken away. 15 Even to this
day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. 16 But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the
veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom. 18 And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being
transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the
Spirit.

Present Weakness and Resurrection Life
4 Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2 Rather, we
have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word
of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to everyone’s
conscience in the sight of God.

Luke 9:28-35
The Transfiguration
28 About

eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went up
onto a mountain to pray. 29 As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his
clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. 30 Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in
glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. 31 They spoke about his departure, which he was about to
bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem. 32 Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they
became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 33 As the men were
leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three
shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was saying.)
34 While

he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them, and they were afraid as they
entered the cloud. 35 A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have
chosen; listen to him.” 36 When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The
disciples kept this to themselves and did not tell anyone at that time what they had seen.
Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

