March 2. 2022

Ash Wednesday

(As the Prelude begins, you are invited to enter a time of prayer and meditation as we prepare to worship God together.)

The Silent Processional
The Call to Worship
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Let all the earth tremble,
For the day of the Lord is coming.
Let us call upon the Name of the Lord.
Our God is slow to anger
and abounding in steadfast love.
Blessed be the Name of the Lord.

The Opening Prayer
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray.
All:
O God, who by your Word has worked out the
reconciliation of all humankind:
Grant, we pray, that by this holy time
of fasting and self-denial
we may both subject ourselves to you
with all our hearts,
and be united with one another
in our prayers;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Hymn No. 2138

Sunday’s Palms are Wednesday’s Ashes

1. Sunday's palms are Wednesday's ashes
as another Lent begins;
thus we kneel before our Maker
in contrition for our sins.
We have marred baptismal pledges,
in rebellion gone astray;
now, returning, seek forgiveness;
grant us pardon, God, this day!
2. We have failed to love our neighbors,
their offences to forgive,
have not listened to their troubles,
nor have cared just how they live,
we are jealous, proud, impatient,
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loving over much our things;
may the yielding of our failings
be our Lenten offerings.
3. We are hasty to judge others,
blind to proof of human need;
and our lack of understanding
demonstrates our inner greed;
we have wasted earth's resources;
want and suffering we've ignored;
come and cleanse us then restore us;
make new hearts within us Lord
Text: © 1991 Selach Publishing Co., Inc. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-731785. All rights reserved.

The Scripture Lesson

Psalm 51:1-17

The Homily

Dr. Tim Gerde

The Invitation to the Observance of Lenten Discipline
The Thanksgiving Over the Ashes
The Imposition of Ashes
The Music During the Imposition
O Sacred Head, Now Wounded
© 1952 by Wilhelm Hansen, Copenhagen. All rights reserved.

The Invitation
Ye that do truly and earnestly repent of your sins,
and are in love and charity with your neighbors,
and intend to lead a new life,
following the commandments of God,
and walking from henceforth in his holy ways:
Draw near with faith,
and take this Holy Sacrament to your comfort,
and make your humble confession to almighty God.
The Confession (in unison)
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
maker of all things, judge of all people:
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness,
which we from time to time most grievously have committed,
by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine majesty.
We do earnestly repent,
and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings;
the remembrance of them is grievous unto us.
Have mercy upon us,
have mercy upon us, most merciful Father.
For thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
forgive us all that is past;
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and grant that we may ever hereafter serve
and please thee in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of thy name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Prayer for Pardon
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
who of thy great mercy
hast promised forgiveness of sins
to all them that with hearty repentance
and true faith turn to thee:
Have mercy upon us;
pardon and deliver us from all our sins;
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness;
and bring us to everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Anthem

Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God

Carl F. Mueller

Create in me a clean heart, O God;
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from thy presence;
and take not thy holy spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation
and uphold me with thy free spirit.
Then will I teach transgressors thy ways;
and sinners shall be converted unto thee.
Create in me a clean heart, O God!
Psalm 51:10-13
Copyright 1941 by G. Schirmer Inc. All rights reserved.

The Great Thanksgiving
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts,
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
The pastor gives thanks appropriate to the occasion, remembering God’s acts of salvation, and
concludes:
And so,
with your people on earth
and with all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

The Congregation is seated and the pastor continues the thanksgiving. The institution of the
Lord’s Supper is recalled. The pastor concludes:
And so,
in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving
as a holy and living sacrifice,
in union with Christ’s offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

The pastor invokes the present work of the Holy Spirit and then praises the Trinity, concluding:
All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever.

The Lord’s Prayer No. 895
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
The Giving and Receiving of Communion
+ The Hymn No. 296

Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle
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+ The Benediction
+ The Dismissal with Blessing
+ The Silent Recessional
+ Please stand, as able.
Thank you to all the volunteers who
helped with this worship service.

Scripture Readings
Psalm 51
Prayer for Cleansing and Pardon
To the leader. A Psalm of David, when the prophet Nathan came to him, after he had gone in to
Bathsheba.
1

Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions.
2
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin.
3

For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.
4
Against you, you alone, have I sinned,
and done what is evil in your sight,

so that you are justified in your sentence
and blameless when you pass judgment.
5
Indeed, I was born guilty,
a sinner when my mother conceived me.
6

You desire truth in the inward being;
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
7
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
8
Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.
9
Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities.
10

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and put a new and right spirit within me.
11
Do not cast me away from your presence,
and do not take your holy spirit from me.
12
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and sustain in me a willing spirit.
13

Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
and sinners will return to you.
14
Deliver me from bloodshed, O God,
O God of my salvation,
and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance.
15

O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare your praise.
16
For you have no delight in sacrifice;
if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased.
17
The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
Concerning Almsgiving
6 “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward
from your Father in heaven.
“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues
and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their
reward. 3 But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that
your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
2

Concerning Prayer
“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have
received their reward. 6 But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
5

Concerning Fasting
“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to
show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 17 But when you fast,
put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
16

Concerning Treasures
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves
break in and steal; 20 but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.
19

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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