August 7 2022

Ninth Sunday of Pentecost

(As the Prelude begins, you are invited to enter a time of prayer and meditation as we prepare to worship God together.)

The Prelude

Pastoral Symphony (from Messiah)

G. F. Handel

The Call to Worship
Leader: Sing praises to God, O you saints,
and give thanks to God’s holy name!
People: We exalt you, O God, for you have restored us to life!
Leader: We may cry though the night,
but your joy comes with the morning.
People: You hear us, O God, and you are gracious in our distress.
Leader: You turn our mourning into dancing!
People: Our souls cannot be silent! O God, our Savior,
we give thanks to you for ever!
The Hymn No. 529

How Firm a Foundation

1. How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in his excellent word!
What more can he say than to you he hath said,
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?
2. "Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,
for I am thy God and will still give thee aid;
I'll strengthen and help thee, and cause thee to stand
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.
3. "When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
the rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;
for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.
4. "When through fiery trials thy pathways shall lie,
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply;
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.
5. “The soul that on Jesus still leans for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to its foes;
that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake.”
The Opening Prayer
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

FOUNDATION

Leader: Let us pray.
All: O God, in mystery and silence you are present in our lives,
bringing new life out of destruction,
hope out of despair, growth out of difficulty.
We thank you that you do not leave us alone
but labor to make us whole.
Help us to perceive your unseen hand
in the unfolding of our lives,
and to attend the gentle guidance of your Spirit,
that we may know the joy you give your people. Amen.
The Scripture Lesson

Luke 12:32-40
Don’t Be Afraid – Easier Said Than Done

The Homily

Dr. Matthew Bates

The Invitation
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him,
who earnestly repent of their sin
and seek to live in peace with one another.
Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.
The Confession and Pardon (in unison)
Merciful God,
we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have failed to be an obedient church.
We have not done your will, we have broken your law,
we have rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors,
and we have not heard the cry of the needy.
Forgive us, we pray.
Free us for joyful obedience,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
All pray in silence.
Leader: Hear the good news:
Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;
that proves God’s love towards us.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
All:
Glory to God. Amen.
The Offertory Prayer
The Offertory Solo

Come unto Him (from Messiah)
Lauren Leinhaas-Cook, mezzo-soprano

Come unto Him, all ye that labor,
come unto Him, ye that are heavy laden,
and he will give you rest.
Take his yoke upon you, and learn of Him,
for He is meek and lowly of heart,
and ye shall find rest unto your souls.
Matthew 11:28-29

George Frederich Handel

The Great Thanksgiving
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts,
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The pastor gives thanks appropriate to the occasion,
remembering God’s acts of salvation, and concludes:
And so,
with your people on earth
and with all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

The pastor continues the thanksgiving. The institution of the Lord’s Supper is recalled. The
pastor concludes:
And so,
in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving
as a holy and living sacrifice,

in union with Christ’s offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

The pastor invokes the present work of the Holy Spirit and then praises the Trinity, concluding:
All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever.

The Lord’s Prayer No. 895
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
The Giving and Receiving of Communion
The Hymn No. 634

Now Let Us from This Table Rise

1. Now let us from this table rise
renewed in body, mind, and soul;
with Christ we die and live again,
his selfless love has made us whole.
2. With minds alert, upheld by grace
to spread the word in speech and deed,
we follow in the steps of Christ,
at one with all in hope and need.

DEUS TUORUM MILITUM

3. To fill each human house with love,
it is the sacrament of care;
the work that Christ began to do
we humbly pledge ourselves to share.
4. Then grant us courage, Father God,
to choose again the pilgrim way,
and help us to accept with joy
the challenge of tomorrow's day.
Text © 1968, Hope Publishing Co. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-731785. All rights reserved.

The Benediction
The Postlude

Minuet Finale (from Music for the Royal Fireworks)

G. F. Handel

The altar flowers this morning are given in loving memory of
my brother, Tripp Rhame by Mitzi Golod.

Reminder! Help us know that you worshiped with us this morning
by signing the online attendance pad here.

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped us this morning
and throughout the week to make this worship possible.

Scripture
Luke 12:32-40
32 “Do

not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear
out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Watchful Slaves
35 “Be

dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be like those who are waiting for their master
to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes
and knocks. 37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell
you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38 If
he comes during the middle of the night or near dawn and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.
39 “But

know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming,
he would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an hour you do not expect.”

